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but what alone can dispel, to any degree, its impossibility
in this respect is the realization of the inevitability of miracle
for religion, and the understanding that a great religion
demands, as a condition of its vitality, a structure of belief in
what is shot through with the miraculous. Unless we can
realize that this is so, we shall either stand outside Christianity
and condemn it, as Keats did, or we shall, if our attitude be
religious, be one of the many modernist apologists for Chris-
tianity who, we may believe, do harm to their religion by
seeking carefully to extract from it all element of miracle.
Such teachers may, indeed they often do, reduce dogma to
the status of a symbol, beautiful and expressive perhaps,
but yet only a symbol; and they thereby weaken its vitality
and value. The historical basis which Christianity claims is
fundamental to its existence, and to deny it is to rob Christianity
of its potency in the world.
It is of course the case that the Christian creed is not
wholly a statement of what is stated to be historical fact;
and it may be said that we can accept the idea of revelation
without committing ourselves to belief in the historical truth
of many Christian dogmas. But nevertheless, if we are to be
Christians, we cannot thus separate out its various elements,
rejecting some and accepting others; and to reject the historical
basis of Christianity with its great miracles in whole or part
is an act which must finally, if it is to be consistent, be content
to recognize that the Christ-myth doctrine, if it attained to
general credence, would not affect the life of Christianity
in the world. If we are willing to view any part of the life of
Christ as symbolic merely, there is no overwhelming reason
why we should not be prepared to view Christ himself as a
symbol, one of unusual power and expressiveness, but only
a fictitious creation. As is well known, there have been attempts
from the early days of Christianity to effect this reduction;
but the Church has consistently recognized that its continued
existence depended upon the destruction of any such tendency.
The revelation which Christianity claims to convey is irre-